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 “Secret Millionaire” launches bid to combat classroom extremism

A tycoon set to star in the TV reality show ‘The Secret Millionaire’ today called on the government to expand a new initiative aimed at boosting the ambitions of black children.
Mo Chaudry, 47, believes the government’s plan to use positive role models to inspire black youngsters in schools and colleges should be harnessed to tackle problems facing youngsters of all races.     

The father-of-three is already planning to set up such as scheme in Staffordshire after being shocked by what he found during 10 days of filming the Channel 4 documentary (due to be screened tomorrow Dec12th) in a deprived suburb of Leeds.

His idea would use top sportsmen, businessmen and celebrities to persuade children to seek alternatives to crime and extremism.

Mr Chaudry - who runs a property empire as well as Stoke-on-Trent’s famous Waterworld aqua park - posed as a lowly gym worker in the the Beeston and Harehills area of Leeds before donating thousands of pounds to community projects.

He said today: “What I discovered stunned me. There is a serious sense of alienation, for example, among young Asian people who simply do not feel part of mainstream society. It’s little wonder that extremism can survive in this type of negative environment. Successful people can show these kids that there is another way.

“This applies equally to children from all races and backgrounds – children in general are feeling the same sense of being outsiders.”      

The government’s initiative stems from an independent report which claimed black youngsters had low aspirations and were being unduly influenced by rap-style music.

Mr Chaudry is no stranger to poverty and deprivation, having 

arrived in Britain at the age of nine to face bullying and racism.

He went on to win a silver medal in Olympic weightlifting at the 1982 British Student Championships, gained a karate black belt by the age of 18, became an amateur boxer and county cricketer – and created an empire worth £60 million. 

But it was while filming ‘The Secret Millionaire’ that he discovered today’s youngsters felt so disenfranchised, angry and apathetic.

Mr Chaudry, who lives in Newcastle-under-Lyme, said: “Because I lived anonymously in the community I was able to gain a unique insight in to the mind set of many people. 

“Among the Asian community, for instance, I found a real ghetto mentality and a sense of alienation that stemmed from living in a negative environment. Instead of seizing opportunities, some young Asians look inwards and effectively segregate themselves.

“I grew up in the same type of inner city community in Luton but I was lucky and made the breakthrough. The whole world has progressed in the last 30 years but it seems not our inner city communities.

“There are more opportunities now then ever before, if only the youth of today could see this and be inspired to do good and make a life for themselves then the world would be a much better place. 

“The silent majority must take some responsibility and do something constructive and make a tangible contribution before it is too late.

Note to news editors – pictures of Mo Chaudry, and his biography, can be found at  www.mochaudry.co.uk
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