‘SECRET MILLIONAIRE’ HONOURED 

BY STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY

TV’s ‘Secret Millionaire’ Mo Chaudry is proud to be receiving an honorary degree from Staffordshire University where he studied sports science.

Entrepreneur Mo will be making history because he is the only person to be honoured by both of the county’s universities in the same year - earlier this summer Mo was awarded an honorary degree by Keele University.

He will be presented his honorary title from Staffordshire University by Vice-Chancellor Professor Christine King CBE, DL on Wednesday,   July 9, at 10.30am.

Mo is being recognised for his entrepreneurship and business leadership at a prestigious ceremony hosted at Trentham Gardens, between the University’s Stoke-on-Trent and Stafford campuses. 

Sports science graduate Mo said it was a real honour to be recognised by his former University and said the accolade will serve as a platform to give something back to the community.

The successful businessman – who runs the UK’s biggest aquatic attraction Waterworld in Stoke-on-Trent – hoped his success in overcoming a series of barriers would provide inspiration to Staffordshire graduates.

“I turned my life around in a big way,” says Pakistani-born Mo, who could not speak English before he came to Britain aged nine. 

“After lots of hard work and various endeavours, here I am years later being honoured by my former university. This is a great honour and I’m very proud.”


Mo sees his honorary title as the start of a working partnership with Staffordshire University, which is committed to giving local people access to educational opportunities.

The self-made millionaire wants to work on more community projects that will help to raise the aspirations and quality of life for the people in Stoke-on-Trent.

“There is a real need for positive role models these days,” added Mo, who has long supported charitable causes, including the sponsorship of a school in Pakistan near to where he was born.

“I want to put the message across that if you have the right approach to life, things will happen for you.”

Mo appeared on the Channel 4 show ‘Secret Millionaire’, an experience that completely changed his outlook on life.

“Working and living ‘undercover’ during the filming has changed my views and has inspired me to take responsibility to help others, especially young people in the local community,” explained Mo.

“In fact, we are due to launch an enterprise mentoring scheme with Mitchell High School. The unique programme is based on an Apprentice-style format, which will teach kids real-life skills.

“At the end the scheme the three most successful pupils will be guaranteed jobs. Not only will these kids be inspired to aim high but the programme will also tackle worklessness and promote community cohesion. 

“Mitchell High is in a ward that faces many challenges, including an active presence by the BNP. Therefore some of the tasks will involve ethnic issues. 

“We have now recruited a panel of celebrity role models and mentors to kick-start this project and a number of high profile names have now pledged their support.”


Notes to Editors

1) Mo set up his first company in 1985 and was a millionaire before the age of 30. Eight years later, he invested in struggling Staffordshire based company Waterworld, turning its fortunes around in a year and ultimately making it the only water park in the UK to be earning profits.

2) Mo is among the top 100 businesspersons in the Midlands, the top 10 Asian businesspersons, and among the top 100 Asians in the UK, as well as the top 300 property people in the UK.

3) Mo’s partnership and community projects include NSRP Main Board; NSRP Marketing/Branding sub group, Vice-Chair of Staffordshire Destination Management (Staffordshire Tourism), Vice-Chair of Staffordshire Ethnic Business Association (currently known as the Minority Business Association).
4) Schools attended:

Denbigh Junior, Beech hill High, Luton Beds;

Wellington Grammer, New College, Telford;

Madeley College, North Staffs Polytechnic, Staffs

5) For more information contact James Tallentire on 01785 353755 or 01785 353608 or Mo Chaudry 01782 205747/255024.
